17.5.26
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Contact Details 					
4.027, Arthur Lewis Building,				Website: www.liamshields.com	
Oxford Road, 						Telephone: 0161 2754887
Manchester, 						Email: liam.shields@manchester.ac.uk
M13 9PL
U. K. 

Employment
August 2018 – Present:		Senior Lecturer in Political Theory
					Politics Department, University of Manchester
January 2012 – August 2018:		Lecturer in Political Theory
				Politics Department, University of Manchester
September 2013 – August 2014:	Spencer Foundation Postdoctoral Scholar,
Buzz McCoy Family Centre for Ethics in Society, 
Stanford University
October 2011 – December 2011:	Early Career Fellow, Institute of Advanced Study, 
University of Warwick

Other roles
2024 – Present: 	Associate Editor – Respublica
2022 – Present: 	Associate Editor – Journal of Applied Philosophy


Education
September 2008 – September 2011:	PhD in Philosophy “The prospects for sufficientarianism”
Department of Philosophy, University of Warwick 
Supervisors: Prof. Andrew Williams and Prof. Fabienne Peter
Examiners: Prof. Adam Swift and Dr. Zofia Stemplowska
October 2007 – October 2008:		M. A. in Political Philosophy (the idea of toleration)							Department of Politics, University of York	
					Awarded C and J. B. Morrell Scholarship
September 2004 – September 2007:	B. A. in Politics and Philosophy, School of Politics, Philosophy, International Relations and Environment, Keele University
		
Research

Monographs 
1. Under Contract, Justice in Childrearing: beyond the parents, Oxford University Press.
A 90,000 word monograph that offers the first comprehensive examination of non-parental childrearing, such as grandparents, and prospective parents, such as those seeking to adopt. The work examines the value of childrearing relationships and the rights and claims those other can press in the context of post-separation custodial disputes and adoption. The delivery date is 30th June 2027.
2. Just Enough: Sufficiency as a Demand of Justice, Edinburgh University Press, 2016a. Paperback issued in Feb. 2018. 
Reviewed in Ethics, “Just Enough is an excellent contribution to the debate on distributive justice. Anyone trying to defend or refute sufficientarianism must take seriously Shields’s sufficientarian framework and his arguments for it.”
Symposium held at Université Catholique de Louvain, Dec. 2016, funded by the Hoover Chair Université Catholique de Louvain, Aarhus University and University of Manchester. 
Seven critical responses and author’s reply appear in a special issue of Law, Ethics and Philosophy, here: https://www.raco.cat/index.php/LEAP/issue/view/26088/showToc

Peer Reviewed Journal Articles
3. With David Axelsen. “How Thresholds Matter: on the bounds and demands of justice.”, Utilitas. Published online 2025: 1-21.
4.  “Children as Public Goods: At What Cost?”, British Journal of Political Science. 2025.
5. With Stephanie Collins. “Justice and Security-Based Attachment.” The Journal of Moral Philosophy. 2025.
6. With Stephanie Collins. "Attachment, Security, and Relational Networks." The Journal of Value Inquiry 2024: 1-19.
7. “Won’t somebody please think of the parents?”, Ethics, 133 (1), 2022, pp. 133-146.
8. “Parental Licensing as Harm Reduction”, Health Care Analysis, 28 (4), 2020, pp. 424-433.
9. “Sufficientarianism”, Philosophy Compass, 15 (11), 2020, pp. 1-10.
10. “Parental rights and the importance of being parents.” Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy 22.2, 2019, pp.119-133. *Runner up for the 2020 prize for best article published in Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy*
11. “Private School, College Admissions and the Value of Education”, Journal of Applied Philosophy, 35.2, 2018, pp. 448-461. 
12.  “Reply to Critics”, Law, Ethics and Philosophy, 5, 2017, pp. 210-230.
13. “How Bad Can a Good Enough Parent Be?”, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 46.2, 2016, pp. 163-182. 
14.  “From Rawlsian Autonomy to Sufficient Opportunity in Education,” Politics, Philosophy and Economics, 14.1, 2015, pp. 53-66. 
15.  ‘The Prospects for Sufficientarianism’, Utilitas, 24.1, 2012, pp. 101-117. 

Book Chapters
16. with Martin O’Neill, “Equality of Opportunity and Education Policy”, Joachim Helfer, Marco Meyer, and Klaus Wettig, eds., Wenn ich mir etwas wünschen dürfte – Dichter und Denker zur Bundestagswahl, Steidl Verlag, 2017. 
17. “Some Questions (and Answers) for Sufficientarians,” in Fourie, C. and Rid, A. (ed.s) How Much Is Enough? Sufficiency and Thresholds in Health Care, Oxford University Press, 2016b. 

Encyclopedia Entries
18. “The Sufficiency Principle”, in Hugh La Follette, Internet Encyclopaedia of Ethics
19. With Debra Satz and Anne Newman, “Equality of Educational Opportunity,” in Ed Zalta (ed.) Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy. 

Book Reviews
20. “Liberalism, Childhood and Justice: Ethical Issues in Upbringing, written by Tim Fowler”, Journal of Moral Philosophy, 20.5/6, 2024, pp. 735-738.
21. “The Right to be Loved by S. Matthew Liao”, Journal of Moral Philosophy 15.3, 2018, pp. 367-370.
22. "On Inequality”, by Harry G. Frankfurt." Disputatio 8, 2016, pp. 138-145.

Blog Entries
1. “Social Media and a Carefree Childhood”, Public Ethics Blog, Mar. 2025: https://www.publicethics.org/post/social-media-ban
2. “How Does Stalking Wrong the Victim”, invited response to Elizabeth Brake’s article on PEA Soup Blog, 5th December 2023: https://peasoupblog.com/2023/12/elizabeth-brake-how-does-stalking-wrong-the-victim-precis-by-monika-betzler/
3. “To Strike of Disrupt”, Justice Everywhere, Nov. 2019: https://justice-everywhere.org/general/to-strike-or-disrupt/
4. “Featured Philosopher”, Demography, Ethics and Public Policy, Nov. 2017: https://www.demographyethicsandpublicpolicy.org/posts/featured-profile-liam-shields
